Our 2008/2009 renewable
energy installations to date
will offset:

65 metric tons of carbon
dioxide per year

This is equivelant to:

150 barrels of oil or

7,360 gallons of gasoline or
CO2 from 9 homes/year

We thank our clients for
making these savings to our
environment possible.
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Our door is always open!

The Squirrels have been busy!

Last week | was watching three squirrels
busy getting ready for winter. From
their actions it looks like we are in for a
doozie. In fact, the Farmers Almanac
predicts a cold and blistery winter
looms on the horizon.

| began thinking while watching the
squirrels bury their nuts, utilizing their
natural resources: Are we nuts? Since
when did electric and gas bills in the
hundreds of dollars become acceptable?

Why is it such a stretch for most of us to
take advantage of our natural resources?

At CBS we believe a net zero home, a
home that produces as much energy as it
uses, is within the realm of possibilities.

We encourage you to button up your home
in readiness for this year’s winter. Please
enjoy the newsletter and learn ways you
can increase your family’s sustainability
and bottom line!

Get Paid to Produce

What is a Feed In Tariff? When most of
us hear tariff, we hear “tax.” This is not
the case with a Feed In Tariff.

A Feed In Tariff, or FIT, is an incentive
program to encourage the installation of
renewable energy. With a FIT
agreement your power company will
sign a contract to purchase from you the
power you produce.

Michigan’s two largest utility providers,
DTE and Consumers Energy, have both
launched their FIT pilot programs.

The Consumers Energy program dubbed
EARP (Experimental Advanced
Renewable Program) offers the
following rates for energy produced by
qualifying Solar Photovoltaic systems:

For residential systems available 2009,
the approved rate is $0.65/kWh. For
residential systems available in 2010,
the approved rate is $0.525/kWh.

There is a separate rate schedule for
commercial systems. You will find the
information on our website RE Pays

page.

DTE’s program, Solar Currents, will pay
their customers a one-time payment
when the system is installed. Then
customers will receive monthly credits
on their electric bills for the next 20
years for power produced.

These programs will make installing
solar electric energy on your home or
business much more affordable, even
profitable. Coupled with the federal
tax credits that are available, solar
makes dollars and cents.

The CBS family is available to help you
design your solar electric system to
properly meet the program
requirements. Contact Us for more
information.


file:///C:/Users/Ma%20Bigelow/Documents/CBS/cbs%20newsletter/CBS%20Michigan%20Energy%20News%20Fall%202009%20draft2.docx%23_Toc241558324
file:///C:/Users/Ma%20Bigelow/Documents/CBS/cbs%20newsletter/CBS%20Michigan%20Energy%20News%20Fall%202009%20draft2.docx%23_Toc241558325
http://www.farmersalmanac.com/weather/a/frigid-2010-forecast-how-cold-will-the-winter-weather-be
http://www.windowswindandsolar.com/REPays
http://www.windowswindandsolar.com/contact
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Phase I complete:

Dan Valleyds phase
Notice the fAwingso
accept future panels.

1.05 kW

(Panel shading due to photo

being taken in early evening on

a winter day.)

Dands Whkystn5 k
went online 7/2/2008. His
six panel increase went into
effect 4/3/2009 bringing his
total system to 2.1kW. The
system is installed on a
small city lota n d
take up much space.
Dan boasts,
resterday | made 9
KWH's. To date | have
generated 2002 KWH's
with my system.For the
last 14 days or so | have
made between 84 KWH's
every day.My usage is
approximately 7
KWH/day. So this EARP
program will be a plus for
i Ago

Yes, solar works in
Michigan!

doce

Phase II complete:
Dan V adupgrgdéd system
2.05 kW

Designed Devon

by:

C

Al | a nD osnabyts ,I

At CBS we promote conservation,
investing, and taking advantage of
incentives the federal and state
governments have established to
benefit you. All of our products will
help you attain these goals and keep
money in your pocket.

Windows: The federal government
offers a 30% tax credit up to $1500 for
the cost of windows installed in 2009.
The windows must come with a
manufacturer’s certification that
shows they qualify. There is still time
to take advantage of the credit for
your 2009 taxes. Our custom
replacements can be delivered in one
week. If you need an installer contact
us and we will connect you with one.

Solar Hot Water: The average

ecave omoney 0]
household spends about 18% of their
utilities heating water. Our solar hot
water systems are the best way to

step into renewable energy and will
remain maintenance free for years to
come. These systems are eligible for

a 30% federal tax credit.

Wind & Solar Electric: Also eligible
for a 30% tax credit are our wind and
solar electric systems. In 2009 we
have helped many homeowners
become their own power producers.
These systems will help you
supplement your power needs and
start making money from the day they
are installed. They shift your money
from the liability column to your
asset column.

We have dealers throughout the
state. Call us so we can connect you.

|

CBS Phase Installation Program

Many of our customers have chosen
CBS because of our unique Phase
Installation Program . What is it?

We understand that many folks would
prefer to install renewable energy
options over time. Our engineering
can work with you to design a system
that can be upgraded on your time.

One example is our Cadillac dealer
Dan Valley. Dan installed a 1K system
last year with plans to upgrade to a
2K.

Devon O’Shea designed Dan’s system
to accept the phase Il implementation
up front. When Dan was ready and we
had a special price on panels, he
upgraded to his 2K system with ease.

As many of our

newsletter readers and energy
advocates know the Michigan
Energy Fair has come and gone.
We had a great fair and a
reasonable turnout for the 2009
fair in Onekama.

Like most events this year the
attendance was down 10-15%
from last year. However, the
quality of vendors and attendees
exceeded past years was the
feedback from folks we talked to.

Dan has designed his home to require
minimal power while home and away
which puts money in his pocket.

While Dan was away in Alaska for 3

weeks this summer doing contract work,

his solar electric system was spinning his

meter backwards. Just like the squirrels

burying nuts, Dan was socking
electricity away for future use. Dan’s
home is a profit center.

Dan has applied for the Consumers
Energy EARP program. He is anxiously

awaiting news that he is accepted so he

can receive $0.65/kWh that he
produces.

Just another example that renewable
energy pays....When was the last time
you checked it out? The time is now!

- Michigan Energy Fair 2009 Recap

Vendors and attendees all had a
great time and learned a lot. The
chi |l dr e nwas stellerras usual
and we had a great set of speakers
and presenters for the 4500 plus
visitors. The meal Saturday evening
compliments of Jim Barnes and the
Onekama Lions was excellent.

The O'Shea® party Friday night was
a highlight! A Wl what can I say, o
exclaims Allan, fi135 people had a
great time, excellent food and
entertainment and great company.o
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Manistee resident to Copenﬁagen reception he gets at the conference Upcoming Events:
considering the United States is not a part

COPEMISH -- Manistee County of it.
resident Devon O006S il am a wind and sol
members of the younger generation added benefit of our business does help
who are determined to make an reduce electricity costs and in turn reduces Cities throughout
impact on the problems the world is climate emissiofnhat Michigan
facing when it comes to emission takes place at this conference could have a October 4. 2009
gases and climate change. big impact down the road. Being able to :
It is the reason O observe and see how a deal of this
own way to the United Nations maghnitude comes together on a world
Framework Convention on Climate scale seemed really intriguing. It goes
Change that is being held Dec. 7 above and beyond some of the small
through 18 in Copenhagen, Denmark. things we are doing Cobo Hall
He will be an observer at the Oneof the reasons 06S .
convention, and will be sending back back reports on this November 31 5, 2009
reports to the News Advocate on what open to the public and only members of the
he sees taking place. world media will be allowed into the
O6Shea is the son conference. He said it is an opportunity to
O6Shea of Manistee get a real insidersbéd Phoenix, AZ
has played a very active role in the place at the conference. November 117 13. 2009
past few Michigan Energy Fairs. He il hope to bring bac '
said although this is a world other countries are pursuing this type of
conference, he actually heard about it approach, o said O06Sh
right here in Mani see how America is portrayed in this
energy fair. Al he i ssue. 0 MPSC Lansing, Ml
the Michigan Energy Fair when | was O6Shea said he has b September 28, October
talking to a coupl Europe for quite some time, and it would 12 '
said O6Shea. fAThey be his first time to that continent. He said
essays that would be included in the the conference in Copenhagen seemed
negotiations in Co like the perfect opportunity to make a trip
O6Shea said it was with a purpose.
helped draft the international AWhen | graduated fr
agreement called the Kyoto Protocol ago, | hoped to do the European or
that sets binding targets for 37 overseas 06 Slpead. sfali d¢ MTEC Tassell Center,
industrialized countries and the to go without a reason, or just for GR
European community for reducing sightseeing, but this seemed like a good October 21, November
greenhouse gas emissio n s . 06 S reason to go over th 18, December 16, 2009
said the fact that the United States O6Shea pointed out t
was not a part of that agreement is had the opportunity to meet with officials
something that intrigued him. It is an Dong Energy who are the leading utility in
issue that has been debated in great Denmark. They came to visit the
detail in the United States. Windspire plant in Manistee to get a close Copenhagen, Denmark
ilt seemed really look at the Windspires. December 6 17 18, 2009
of the biggest countries like the United AThey are opening th
States, Russia, Ch farm over there, and they had a big interest ——
actually participa in ManWshedsespsres, o s Are you considering
said O6Shea. fASome iSo it i sintgresiingtg gotower b building a LEED
complaints about this conference is there and see what they are doing, as | certified home or
that a worldwide deal will not take pl an on taking in as building? We now
place as long as those countries do Climate change and gas emissions are ;
not participate. going to be important in the future of have a LEED Green
The Brethren High School graduate everyone. It is the Associate on staff.
who just graduated two years ago from stepping forward to get on the ground floor Mary Bigelow
Central Michigan University said the of what can be done to protect our received her LEED
issues discussed at this conference environment in the future. .
are something that will impact his Ken Grabowski can be reached at: Gre.er.] AS.SOCIate .
future. However, he said it is going to kagrabowski@pioneergroup.com certification and is
be curious to see what type of Reprint from Manistee News Advocate offering LEED

project consultations.



http://www.ases.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=266&Itemid=58
http://www.ases.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=266&Itemid=58
http://www.smallandcommunitywindexpo.org/
http://www.smallandcommunitywindexpo.org/
http://www.smallandcommunitywindexpo.org/
http://www.greenbuildexpo.org/
http://www.greenbuildexpo.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mpsc/meeting_schedule_8-17-09_288989_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mpsc/meeting_schedule_8-17-09_288989_7.pdf
http://www.usgbcwm.org/get-involved/leed-for-homes
http://www.usgbcwm.org/get-involved/leed-for-homes
http://www.usgbcwm.org/get-involved/leed-for-homes
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
mailto:kgrabowski@pioneergroup.com
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Contractors Building Supply
16880 Front Street
Copemish, MI 49625

Phone:
(888) 378-3160

Fax:
(888) 854-9552

E-Mail:

Free Energy...the time is now!

The answer has always
been up there.

Wedbre on

Visit us at:

Contractors Building Supply
16880 Front Street
Copemish, MI 49625

Dealer Training

Each year, CBS invites dealers to our
headquarters in Copemish, Michigan to
learn more about our product line. This
year is no different.

In our Fall Harvest Seminar series we
will host our new dealers and share a
bounty of information regarding
products, installation procedures and
marketing techniques. If you are a new
dealer watch for your invite and make
plans to attend! You won’t be sorry!

A Little

Did you hear about the well
intentioned renewable energy
advocate who put his solar
panels on the north side of his
house?

He heard the governor was
going to turn the state around
so he wanted to be ready!

Does renewable energy make sense on your site?

We receive a lot of calls from people
wondering if renewable energy will
make sense on their site. To give you a
quicker response we have created a
form you can download on our website
and submit electronically.

When you provide us with your site
information, utility history and a few
photos we will be able to have our jolly
crew do a preliminary analysis for you.

When you receive your analysis you will
have the information you need to
proceed with a physical evaluation.

The form can be found on our website:

Get a Prelim Eval! Just follow the sun!

i

Watch for the new
CBS Hybrid System
Spring 2010

H



http://www.windowswindandsolar.com/
http://www.windowswindandsolar.com/

