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Michigan Energy News 

It has been an exciting year for us at 

CBS. Our window division has continued 
to grow despite the downturn in the 

housing market. We find more people 
than ever are remodeling with energy 

efficiency in mind. Our Thermolock and 
Sherwood Energy Star  rated windows, 

solar attic fans and natural light tubes 

give our homeowners unsurpassed value.  

Happy holidays from our family to yours!  

 

St. Ignace Home to Michigan’s First Mariah Windspire 
 

On a recent seven degree day in St. 

Ignace, Michigan energy contractor 

Devon O’Shea installed the first Mariah 

Windspire™ in Michigan. Winds were 

strong that day and the Windspire™ 

“took right off,” says Devon. 

This homeowner, Jill, will be able to 

sell excess power back to her power 

company under Michigan’s new net 

metering law that was signed into law 

October 2008. She is also helping our 

ailing Michigan economy by providing 

Michigan jobs. 

The Mariah Windspire™ is a newly 

launched vertical axis wind generator 

manufactured in Manistee, Michigan. 

Designed with your family in mind, the 

Windspire™ is a low cost renewable 

energy alternative.   
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Our Renewable Energy division has also 

experienced tremendous growth. More 

and more people are beginning to 

understand the benefits of clean 

energy. 

From our family to yours we want to 

thank you for making this one of our 

best years ever.  We wish you health 

and prosperity in 2009 and beyond. 

The Windspire™ offers several 

advantages over other wind systems: 

1. Low tower height of 30ft 

2. Aesthetically pleasing 

3. Start up in lower wind speeds 

4. Virtually silent operation 

5. No maintenance 

6. Tax credits 

7. Offsets greenhouse gases 

8. Provides Michigan jobs 

9. And more… 

 

Our website has more information about 

the Mariah Windspire™ and other 

renewable energy systems we offer. We 

offer easy financing to offset your initial 

investment. Contact us: 

info@windowswindandsolar to take your 

first steps into a reNEWable year! 

 

 

 

 

 

Energy alerts in 

Michigan: 

   Michigan has passed a new 

energy code. Find out how 

our products can help you 

meet the new code on our 

website: 

www.windowswindandsolar.com 
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Fireworks explode over the Michigan Capitol and 

the official state Christmas tree following a 

ceremony lighting the tree, Friday, Nov. 16, 2007, 

in Lansing, Mich. The 73-foot tree came from 

Escanaba Township in Michigan's Upper 

Peninsula. 

AP Photo Al Goldis 

 

 

Our 2008 installs will offset 

21.3 metric tons of carbon 

dioxide emissions per year 

This is equivelant to: 

49.6 barrels of oil or 

2423 gallons of gas or 

CO2 from 3 homes/year 

 

We thank our clients for 

making these savings to our 

environment possible! 

 

Carbon Footprint Reduction 
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Tucked away in the small community of 

Copemish in northern Michigan, is a 

quaint little non-profit called the 

Champion Tree Project. 

What is a champion tree? A champion 

tree is judged to be the largest of it's 

species. 

David Milarch, who was in the shade 

tree nursery business, explains while 

growing shade trees they noticed that 

many of their stock was changing and 

some species were dying off. Nursery 

stock that had always done well was 

not surviving.  

Through research Milarch discovered 

they were losing many species mainly 

to changes in the environment, "air and 

water quality, acid rain and new 

diseases. They began a quest for trees 

that had immune systems that were 

much stronger to take the climate 

change, take the attack from the air of 

acid rain and ozone pollution and be 

able to withstand the changing 

challenges that all trees are going 

through." 

According to David Milarch, co-

founder of the Champion Tree Project, 

the group was formed, "in 1996 in 

Champions in Michigan. David and the Black Willow 

 

This 9-11 memorial in Calvary 

Cemetary in New York City is just 

one of the many projects The 

Champion Tree project has 

contributed to since its formation in 

1996. Other 9-11 memorial trees 

were planted near the metro bus 

station  by the Pentagon and also at 

the site where the World Trade 

Towers stood in NYC. 

 

The Champion Trees planted near 

the Pentagon were genetic replicas 

of a 400-year-old, 95-foot-tall 

National Champion red ash in 

Dowagiac, Michigan. 

 

 

 

northern Michigan to essentially 

archive genetics and Archive Living 

Libraries across the country and 

around the world of the last of the Old 

Growth Forest Genetics of Trees."  

 David Milarch’s current project is cloning 

a Champion Black Willow found in the 

middle of Traverse City, Michigan. This 

tree measures about 11 foot across the 

trunk. Science has proven, according to 

Milarch, the Black Willows species 

extracts mercury, heavy metals, and 

dioxins out of water and soil resulting in 

true remediation. 

David Milarch through the Champion 

Tree Project is cloning THOUSANDS of 

trees with the Ottawa and Chippewa 

band of Indians in Manistee, Michigan to 

distribute to schools and environmental 

groups all over Northern Michigan. 

To what end? Remediation of rivers, 

streams, lakes and watersheds, 

naturally. Is remediation important in 

Michigan? 

YES! Michigan is surrounded by the 

Great Lakes which contain about 84 

percent of North America's surface fresh 

water and about 21 percent of the 

world's supply. Yes. This is very 

important. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Muskgon Habitat for Humanity installs solar hot water. 

Building Coordinator Mike McIntyre of Muskegon County Habitat for Humanity 

is demonstrating his commitment to affordable housing in Muskegon County. 

Mike’s current project in Muskegon has been built with energy efficiency in 

mind. Mike has installed the first solar hot water system on a Habitat House in 

Muskegon.  

Mike says, “we are looking not only at affordable house payments for our 

homeowners but also into the future. What will energy prices be in one year, in 

two years or in five years. When we combine a tight building envelope, energy 

efficient windows,install solar hot water and other efficient measures up front 

we assist our homeowners with financial security far into the future.” 

You can find out more about Muskegon Habitat projects, become a partner or 

volunteer by visiting their website: Muskegon Habitat 

 

Low profile solar hot water 

panels and energy saving 

Thermolock windows 

grace this attractive 

Muskegon Habitat home. 

Contact us for special 

pricing for your project. 

 

 

http://www.zoominfo.com/people/Milarch_David_8037741.aspx
http://www.muskegonhabitat.org/
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Renewable Energy Series. Kirtland College 

 Kirtland college in Roscommon recently 

concluded a two part series designed to 

bring information to the public on 

renewable energy and conservation. 

Speakers included Paul Gotter, owner of 

the Log Haven bed and breakfast near 

West Branch. Paul explained how he 

powers most of his 3500 square foot 

home with a wind turbine. 

November 2, Jim Barnes of Eco Building 

Products in Traverse City and Allan 

O’Shea of Contractors Buildings Supply 

in Copemish were guest speakers 

presenting information on wind and 

solar.   

O’Shea, lived off the grid for many 

years. Although he is currently grid-tied 

his family generates their own power 

with a solar hot water system, 

Skystream wind electric system and 

heats his home with wood. O’Shea’s 

youngest son, Devon, is in the process of 

completing an off-the-grid-home. 

O’Shea discussed the benefits of 

employing renewable energy in the 

home. O’Shea also talked about the 

many ways wind and other alternative 

energy sources could benefit the ailing 

Michigan economy. 

“Just 10,000 small wind energy systems 

in Michigan could supply 1000 full time 

jobs for a year,”  says O’Shea, “think of 

the benefits to Michigan’s skilled 

workforce.”  

O’Shea will be presenting to the Great 

Lakes Park Training Institute in February 

2009.  

Contact Pam at 231-378-3160 if you are 

interested in an energy speaker for your 

event. 

  

speaker for your event. 

 

Advanced renewable tariffs workshop in Grand Rapids. 

 Cascade Engineering in Grand 

Rapids hosted an Advanced 

Renewable Tariff Workshop 

December 17, 2008. The 

presentation was made by Paul 

Gipe who has written extensively 

about renewable energy for both the 

popular and trade press. 

In 2008, Mr. Gipe was presented 

with the World Wind Energy Award 

by the World Wind Energy 

Associaiton for his efforts promoting 

wind energy and how to minimize its 

effects on th environment. 

Advanced Renewable Tariffs, or 

Feed In Tariffs as they are widely 

known, allow a renewable energy 

generator to connect to the grid and 

specifies how long and the amount 

the energy generator will be paid for 

generation. 

Mr. Gipe reviewed data from Germany 

and other countries demonstrating the 

viability of tariff’s in the advancement of 

renewable energy. Michigan, as the 14
th
 

windiest state in the nation, is posed to 

take advantage of renewable energy to 

help solve the economic crisis the state 

is in. 

Following Mr. Gipe’s presentation the 

Michigan Public Service Commission 

discussed the steps being taken to 

implement the new renewable portfolio 

standard that was passed this fall. 

For more information please refer to the 

following websites: 

Paul Gipe Presentation: 

http://www.wind-works.org/ 

Michigan Public Service Commission: 

http://www.michigan.gov/mpsc 

 

Winter arrived in Michigan with 

a vengence in December! 

Although gas prices have 

relaxed from the $4.00+ per 

gallon we experienced this 

past summer, energy costs for 

heating our homes still takes a 

bite out of the budget.  We 

have put together a few energy 

comments and tips for you. We 

hope you enjoy and benefit 

from them. 

Don’t let heat go out the 

chimney! If you have a 

woodstove or fireplace close 

the flue when you are not using 

it. 

Distribute the heat evenly. 

Ceiling fans set at a slow 

speed push warm air away 

from the ceiling and move it 

around the room without 

creating a chilling breeze. This 

spreads the heat more evenly 

and will make you feel more 

comfortable. 

Replace single pane 

windows. Not only are they 

inefficient, but worn and dirty 

windows can be unsightly as 

well. Replacing them with 

energy-efficient windows is a 

major investment, but in colder 

climates, the heating savings 

can be considerable. 

Make energy conservation a 

game and see how much you 

can reduce your heating and 

electric bills before you get 

uncomfortable. Tell your kids 

you will split the savings with 

them. 

This months Energy Tips 

brought to you by MGU. Get 

more tips online at: 

Michigan Gas Utilities 

 

http://www.wind-works.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/mpsc
http://www.michigangasutilities.com/home/tips.aspx
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The Great Lakes Renewable Energy 

Association is looking for volunteers for 

the 2009 Michigan Energy Fair scheduled 

for June 26, 27, and 28. The 2008 

Energy Fair was a great success with 

over 5000 in attendence. The Energy 

Fair, now in its fourth year, is possible 

because of the many volunteers who  

donate countless hours of their time and 

energy. We look forward to returning 

volunteers and welcome new faces to 

the crowd! Stay tuned for more 

information.  

 

 

 

Our buyers are always on the look out 

for new, cutting edge products that will 

bring you value. We have done it again 

with our completely new to the market 

place Differential Controller. We are 

the only company in Michigan offering 

this cutting edge controller. 

This new controller is run by a solar 

panel so it won’t require any additional 

power to operate.  

If you are a homeowner, business owner 

or installer in the market for a cutting 

edge controller for your existing system 

give us a call at 231-378-3160   

New Solar Controller   

Available from CBS 
 

GLREA  

Call for Volunteers 
 

Contractors Building Supply 

16880 Front Street  

Copemish, MI 48625  

 

Phone: 

(888) 854 -9552  

 

Fax: 

(242) 555 -0168  

 

E-Mail: 

someone@example.com  

Weôre on the Web!  

 

Visit us at: 

www.windowswindandsolar.com  

CBS wishes you a 

reNEWable Year! 

 

Contractors Building Supply  

16880 Front Street  

Copemish, MI 49 625  

 

In case you havenôt heardé 

Federal solar tax credits were 

extended to 2016 and tax credits 

for wind were passed for the first 

time in US history!  

You will find details on the credits 

at our website: 

www.windowswindandsolar.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam Bearup, Governor 

Granholm and Allan O’Shea at the 

signing of Michigan’s new 

Renewable Portfolio Standard. 

http://www.widgets.msn.com/
http://www.windowswind/

